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Art Unit: 2166 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claim 17 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 17 recites 
"computer user medium" in lines 1-2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this term 
in the specification. The examiner presumes the limitation should read "computer 
storage medium" as disclosed in the specification at paragraph [0050]. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the Invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Berton 
et al. (US 2004/0143644 A1 ). hereinatter "Berton". 

As per claims 1, 8, Berton teaches a method and an article of manufacture for 
identify documents most relevant to a query comprising: 

• "determining a query class for the query, said query class associated with a 
routing function and a ranking function" at page 1, [0022], page 6, [0037] and Fig. 
1. 
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• "said routing function capable of determining subsets of the collection that most 
likely include the most relevant documents" at page 6, [0037]; 

• "and said ranking function capable of sorting the documents in terms of 
relevancy" at page 7, [0039]; 

• "identifying a set of indices most relevant to said query" at page 6, [0037]; 

• "identifying a set of documents related to said query based on said determined 
indices, said identification performed via passing said ranking function associated 
with said determined query class along with said query to each search engine 
that manages a determined index from a collection of relevant indices" at page 6, 
[0037], and Figs. 2a-c. 

• "collecting results ranked based upon said ranking function and merging and 
sorting said collected results by relevancy" at page 7, [0038]-[0039]; 

• "returning a subset of the highest ranked documents as the documents most 
relevant to the query" at page 7, [0038]-[0039]. 

As per claims 2, 9, Berton teaches the method and article of manufacture of 
claims 1 , 8, wherein "said step for determining a query class further comprise: 

• analyzing user profile data, user search context and history data, log file data, 
and index statistics, or other query related external data" at page 6, [0037] 

• "utilizing said analyzed data in determining a query class for said search query" 
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As per claims 3, 10, Berton teaches the method and article of manufacture of 
claims 1, 8, wherein "said step for identifying a set of indices further comprises the step 
of using routing information obtained from applying said routing function associated with 
said query class to determined said set of indices" at page 6, [0037]. 

As per claim 4, Berton teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein "said step of 
returning a subset of the highest ranked documents further comprises the following 
step: assigning each search result item a relevancy score, and returning a 
predetermined subset of results from said search results" at page 7, [0038]-[0039]. 

As per claims 5, 11, Berton teaches the method and article of manufacture of 
claims 4, 8 wherein "said method additionally comprises the step of sorting search 
results by said relevancy score in decreasing order prior to returning said predetermined 
subset of results" at page 7, [0038]-[0039]. 

As per claim 6, Berton teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein "said method is 
implemented across networks" at page 4, [0029]. 

As per claim 7, Berton teaches the method of claim 6, wherein "said across 
networks element comprises any of, or a combination of, the following: wide are network 
(WAN), local are network (LAN), cellular, wireless, or the Internet" at page 4, [0029], 

As per claims 12, 17, Berton teaches a method and article of manufacture for 
retrieving information comprising the step of: 

• "receiving a query" at page 6, [0037]; 

• "parsing said query and generating a set of query terms" at page 6, [0037]; 
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• "identifying statistical information regarding each of said query terms and 
different permutations of query terms" at page 6, [0037]; 

• "identifying lexical affinities associated with said permutation of query terms" at 
page 6. [0037]; 

• "classifying said query into a query category based upon results of step c and d" 
at page 6, [0037]; 

• "identify a set of ranking parameters associated with query category" at page 1 , 
[0022] and page 6. [0037]; 

• "identifying routing information associated with said query category" at page 1 , 
[0022] and page 6, [0037]; 

• "issuing a query to a search engine by applying said identified ranking 
parameters and said identified routing information" at page 6, [0037]; 

• "receiving and rendering search results from said search engine" at page 7, 
[0038]-[0039]. 

As per claim 13, Berton teaches the method of claim 12, wherein "said step of 
identifying statistical information additionally comprises the step of analyzing log data" at 
page 5, [0031]. 

As per claim 14, Berton teaches the method of claim 12, wherein "said step of 
identifying statistical information additionally comprises the step of analyzing user 
feedback" at page 5, [0031]. 

As per claim 15, Berton teaches the method of claim 12, wherein "said method 
is implemented across networks" at page 4, [0029]. 
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As per claim 16, Berton teaches the method of claim 15, wherein "said across 
networks element comprises any of, or a combination of, the following: wide are network 
(WAN), local are network (LAN), cellular, wireless, or the Internet" at page 4, [0029]. 



Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record, listed on form PTO-892. and not relied upon, if any, 
is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

If a reference indicated as being mailed on PTO-FORM 892 has not been 
enclosed in this action, please contact Lisa Craney whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3574 for faster service. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh B. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4116. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30am to 
4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on (571) 272-3978. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Khanh B. Pham 
Examiner 
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